The Trial of Alice Lisle
important that the sacred formalities should be observed
in view of. .what was to follow.
The ordinary work of the jail delivery of prisoners and
the trial of causes in the civil list was then proceeded with,
The judges sat in the Great Hall of Winchester Castle, and
if you visit this interesting historic building you may picture
the scene for yourself to-day.
Sir William Portal in his account of Winchester Castle
says that Jeffreys sat at the western end of the Hall. If so he
did not, as some have said, sit beneath the famous Round
Table of King Arthur, which has only since 1874 hung on
the western wall, but which for five hundred years prior to
that date hung on the eastern wall, where there is now a
double arch leading to the new Assize Courts. A curtain
divided the Great Hall into two courts, the Crown Court on
the west, the Civil Court on the east. These were furnished
with a bar, at which the jury stood and the prisoner, and a
table for the Clerk of Arraigns and the Counsellors, similar to
the arrangements then in use at Westminster.
It was no uncommon thing for different courts to sit in
the same hall, separated only by partitions, or even curtains,
and I am told that this practice continued in Winchester
until 1874. The judges finished all the ordinary work of the
Assizes first, and on the afternoon of Thursday, August 27th,
Alice Lisle's case was called on. It is said that the trial did
not begin until five o'clock, and it lasted until eleven o'clock
at night. It was not customary in those days to adjourn
criminal cases, which were usually finished in a day. I should
have supposed, from the report of the proceedings, it must
have taken a longer time and probably started earlier, but
here I may be wrong.
The prisoner was allowed a seat, and indeed was too frail
and weak to have stood through the proceedings. It is
generally understood that all the five judges were present
on the Bench during her trial. .
The drama of the Bloody Assize opens by a minor
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